DELAWARE COUNTY SHERIFF’S OFFICE

280 PHOEBE LANE « SUITE ONE Thomas E. Mills
DELHI, NEW YORK 13753 Sheriff
Craig S. DuMond
Undersheriff
PRESS RELEASE:

: . May1o0,2013. - _ . _ . .. _ . _ ..
Delaware County Sheriffs Criminal Investigation Division
NARCOTICS ENFORCEMENT

On Friday, three SUNY Delhi Students were arrested on Sealed Indictment
Warrants at the conclusion of a three month investigation conducted by the
Delaware County Sheriff's Office Criminal Investigation Division with the
assistance of the Delaware County Probation Department and SUNY Delhi
University Police Department.

Jerome X. Swaggard, 21, of Brooklyn, NY was arrested on a Sealed
Indictment Warrant charging him with Criminal Sale of Marihuana in the
Third Degree (class E felony) and Criminal Sale of Marihuana in the Fourth
Degree (class A misdemeanor).

Matthew Balzano, 21, of Chester, NY was arrested on a Sealed Indictment
Warrant charging him with two counts of Criminal Sale of a Controlled
Substance in the Fifth Degree (class D felony). Balzano is accused of selling a
hallucinogenic substance; also known as “Molly”..

Robert H. Plaut, 20, of Farmingdale, NY was arrested on a Sealed
Indictment Warrant charging him with two counts of Criminal Sale of a
Controlled Substance in the Third Degree (class B felony} and one count of
Criminal Sale of a Controlled Substance in the Fifth Degree (class D felony).
Plaut is accused of selling a hallucinogenic substance; also known as
“Molly”.

Swaggard, Balzano and Plaut were immediately arraigned before County
Court Judge Carl F. Becker and ordered held without bail pending a future
court appearances.

The Delaware County Sheriff's Office continues to collaborate with the
Delaware County District Attorney’s Office and its law enforcement
partners to identify, apprehend and prosecute drug traffickers throughout
the county. Investigators are anticipating the arrest of a number of
additional drug traffickers in the near future.

The Sheriffs Office also applauds the prison sentence and fine imposed on
Thursday morning by the Delaware County Court on a convicted Walton
drug trafficker.

Benjamin C. Ildefonso, 32, of Walton, was sentenced by Judge John F.
Lambert in Delaware County Court to serve three consecutive, four year
prison sentences after being convicted, after trial, on three class C felony
charges of Criminal Sale of a Controlled Substance in the Fourth Degree.
Ildefonso was also ordered to pay a $3,000 fine as well as restitution to the
Delaware County Sheriffs Office, a court surcharge, DNA fee and Crime
Victim Assistance fee.

Ildefonso was arrested in the Village of Walton in June, 2012 and charged
with three counts of Criminal Sale of a Controlled Substance in the Fourth
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Degree following an investigation conducted by members of the Delaware
County Sheriff's Office and Walton Village Police Department.

The consecutive prison sentences imposed on Ildefonso clearly
demonstrate that trafficking of narcotics in Delaware County may result in
significant prison sentences and fines and should serve as a deterrent to
those who seek to profit from poisoning the streets, residents and
communities of Delaware County. _

Undersheriff Craig DuMond stated “We will continue to work tirelessly to
eradicate narcotics dealers from our Towns and Villages in an effort to
make life Delaware County safe, peaceful and conducive to attracting
business and raising families...The Sheriff and I are extremely proud of the
hard work performed by our Criminal Investigation Division and will
continue to work closely with our partners in all police agencies as well as
the District Attorney’s Office in this endeavor”.
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